Sussex LNRS Working Group
Meeting Minutes
Monday 17th November 2025, 11:00 to 13:00
	Present
	Apologies

	ESCC, WSCC, SxNP, WayForward, BHCC/Biosphere, W2W, SWT, HWNL, MSDC, EA, WDC, Knight Frank, FC, RDC
	CBC, NFU, NE



1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies
ESCC to Chair. 
The Chair reported the sudden death of Helen Peacock and acknowledged her passion and commitment to the work of the LNRS. The group held a moment’s silence in respect. Memories of Helen are being collected to share with the family. We have submitted something from the LNRS team and the Sussex Nature Partnership, but memories can be sent to HDC.  
2. Minutes and matters arising
There were no outstanding actions from the previous meeting (September). No issues or matters arising. The minutes were accepted. 
3. General Update 
LNRS Public Consultation 
Public consultation started on 15/10/25 as planned, and runs until 26/11/25. A communications strategy has been initiated and all were asked to amplify through their own channels to get as comprehensive feedback as possible. 
Defra
Defra have written to both RAs to congratulate them on reaching the consultation milestone and have triggered the release of transition funding to support getting us through to delivery. 
Pre-publication Approval
SAG members have been asked to confirm delegated authority to approve the pre-publication draft. It is likely that the publication draft will be shared with the WG at the same time as a courtesy. Actual dates will be confirmed nearer the time. 
Timeline 
A draft timeline to publication was shared, all dates to be confirmed. Consultation response review and amendments is likely to take December and potentially some of January depending on the scale and nature of feedback; the scale of the task will not be understood until the consultation has closed. The LNRS team is considering how to respond and the format of a consultation report. Following amendments to the documents and maps, design updates will be required. We are currently targeting mid-February for a pre-publication draft and end of March for publication. 
4. Public Consultation Overview
Similar to update to SAG 2 weeks ago. Already thinking about how to address comments, including comments on how complex and long the documents are. 
10 days to go on consultation. Key activities run to support consultation. Provision for those who don't have internet access in libraries. Thanks to all for their social media posts etc. Also been mentioned in some broader conversations e.g. new Sussex climate network. Three webinars held. Good attendance and lots of views of recordings. Lots of questions, e.g. BNG, funding, devolution. Relatively little scepticism. Questions and comments overwhelmingly positive. Webinars key to understanding and navigating the documents. Residents' webinar uploaded onto consultation hub. 
Driven lots of visits to hub >7,700 visits, but only 145 responses. Anticipating flurry in the final week. Also 67 comments onto map + 11 emails to date. Assuming emails likely to be from key stakeholders.
Format: generally positive. 80-90% say very or reasonably clear. Lots of comments around length of content, language too technical, some general frustrations. 
Key components: 57% to 74% agreed. Wanted exact locations, timings, who would be implementing etc. 
Species: 64% agreed and 65% agreed with measures.
Map: 51% easy to use. 45% of those with measures on land thought they could be useful. Specific comments about species, esp butterflies. Some of the data used on map thought to be out of date - addressed in webinars.
Taking the LNRS forward: 77% agreed it gave better understanding. 
Actions: Lots making garden more wildlife friendly and supporting community groups. 32% said they would use LNRS in their work.
Final comments: Lots around comprehensiveness etc. 
Updated comms toolkit circulated. All asked to share as far as possible. 
Would like feedback on how to address comments, including the format online. We would welcome feedback on how WG would like information to be provided. We may do another session on this to design a brief.
Discussion
EA: Have we heard from developers? Not to date. Some responses from habitat bank providers. Surrey had some detailed feedback towards the end of their consultation. 
SWT: Perhaps they are distracted with other things, e.g. PIB etc. 
SB: Completed surveys - does that include partial completions. Yes, we deliberately made it as accessible as possible so people can skip questions they don't think are relevant. Majority have done whole survey. 
ESCC: Next session likely to be around consultation report + accessibility of documents – how to organise it better, e.g. by stakeholder and/or habitat. 
SWT: Difficult to please everybody. People a bit unclear about what is happening where. Will the map have the ability to capture what projects are happening where (including things that are happening that have a positive impact but would not be directly recorded as enhancement, e.g. EA pipeline into Widewater lagoon)?. On the smaller scale, measure for creating multiple habitats through projects - populated through what people provided using mapping tool. However, some projects are too big to capture in the formal mapping. Already having conversations around this as part of the transition to delivery. Live discussion. 
EA: Were we thinking of more targeted resources for post publication? We are hearing that the document is too long and technical to navigate, so we are thinking about how we can make it easier. Will be part of the "you said, we did" report. We don’t anticipate it changing the structure of the LNRSs significantly, but we are thinking about how it can be used moving forward. For publication we will develop a method to allow people to navigate the LNRS, e.g. user guides + benchmarking to others.
5. Open Session
Members were invited to ask any questions arising from the consultation, share observations etc.
SWT: SWT currently coordinating response. For a few areas, there might be a few specific things on the map they would like to add. May not have been possible to check everything. KC provided link to polygon tool.
HWNL: Not much mention of dark skies. Raised as a pressure but no measure as no specific habitat it can link to. Thinking of how we can capture it. Potentially will be as an enabling measure. Also within species measures. Could also capture it as what is already happening. May come up with an infographic around what is and isn't in the scope of the LNRS.
6. AOB
None.
7. DONM 
15/12/25, 11:00-13:00. We will feedback on consultation responses and development of consultation report. May also run a session on making the document more user-friendly/easier to navigate, details TBC. 
