Sussex LNRS Working Group
Meeting Notes
Monday 15 September 2025, 11:00 to 13:00
	Present
	Apologies

	ESCC, WSCC, SxNP, WayForward, BHCC, Biosphere, HDC, W2W, SWT, HWNL, MSDC, CBC, NFU, WDC, CLM, NE, Knight Frank, FC, CHC, RDC
	SDNPA, EA



1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies
ESCC to Chair. Apologies were noted. 
2. Minutes and matters arising
There were no specific actions from the previous meeting. No issues or matters arising.
3. General Update: 
Supporting Authority pre-consultation 
Underway, runs until 17/09/25. To date, minor edits (typos) to document + minor amendments to mapping. Draft LNRS also shared with Working Group. 
NE Panel 
Overall, no significant issues raised at the time. Written response expected before end of SA consultation. Key discussion around mapping measures in SSSIs.
Currently, we have been obliged to remove all measures from SSSIs until we resolve the issue of potential conflict with legally bound objectives for these sites. For Sussex, this has a disproportionate impact on our coastal habitats in particular, as most are SSSI, leaving huge gaps in emerging ecological network. Also believe it strategically undermines the LNRSs and leaves coastal SSSIs in particular vulnerable to the vision of others who are less constrained. We presented this argument to NE, and also thanks to the groundwork laid by Kent and the forward thinking nature of the regional NE lead, we came to a Sussex specific resolution, TBC. Measures to enhance existing habitats will be mapped back into internationally important SSSIs and appropriate caveats applied to relevant sections of the Strategies. Implications are that we will be redrawing the measures maps with those sites. Cross border discussions around Chichester Harbour initiated with Hampshire CC and CHC.
NE confirmed that we should receive formal comments from NE by tomorrow.
Public consultation targeted for 15/10/25 
Engagement: farmers and landowners ongoing and last Monday we had the opportunity to discuss public consultation with Home Farm Climping, Wiston Estate and W2W. Discussion was positive, and advice and knowledge given will be used to help shape the public consultation. 
Discussion on transition to delivery 
Has begun and outline plan produced. NE National Officer has been in touch and we are meeting to discuss emerging proposals. Also meeting Defra again in November. 
Timeline
Remains tight if we are to go out to public consultation mid-October, which we need to do to publish this financial year.
Draft LNRS documents
WG was reminded of the structure of the LNRS and headline stats from the two LNRSs shared. A summary of the predicted changes to the draft LNRSs prior to public consultation was also provided. 
A discussion was held over whether an Executive Summary would be provided. It was confirmed that there is an Executive Summary within Part 1, although this is currently more of an introduction. It was felt that signposts to particular sections would be helpful for LAs. 
ACTION: LNRS Team to consider development of Executive Summary. 
Next steps:
1. Amendments to documents + design.
1. Completion of mapping + build of interactive mapping platform.
1. Refinement of consultation questionnaire.
1. Development of Assets to publicise and support consultation. 
4. Draft LNRS – discussion
In general terms, there were no factual errors and the general consensus was that the documents were well written. 
WayForward led a detailed discussion around Part 1 Section 5 on existing landscape-scale initiatives (slides – paper m02 – NB includes comments provided during the meeting). 
This section is around how we position existing nature recovery initiatives. We are keen for input from the Working Group on terminology etc.  Using a wheel graphic to demonstrate how existing initiatives connect to support nature recovery. Some categories are quite straightforward, others are harder to define, e.g. habitat creation and improvement projects, nature-based initiatives for land and water, landscape-scale land to sea recovery initiatives. 
Discussion EAST:
SWT Congratulated the team on trying to define the categories. Wilder Ouse = catchment based landscape scale initiative. Scale may not currently be reflected. More landscape-scale.
Possibly add a point of what they are offering or who we are targeting to each section? Agreed that we would look into whether this could be done without including too much information on one page.
Biosphere going for redesignation next week and potential expansion. Also would be good to mention aquifer project. ACTION: BHCC to provide information on Biosphere.
NE Agreed to check whether Seven Sisters NNR would be better suited to a different category. JM pointed out that once designated, would need to be removed anyway as wood site within the APIB. Therefore agreed that it might be better to take it out. Also noted that this graphic is intended to be illustrative rather than comprehensive. Want to give profile to the biggest hitters.
Under LAs, would be good to include road verges. 
Does LAs include town and parish councils. Might need to be better defined in light of devolution. Noted that there is a second tier of information around hyper local action. Agreed to consider how to define/reflect different tiers of LAs. 
Discussion WEST:
Adur River Recovery may be better under nature-based initiatives. Aquifer project should also potentially be under this category.
ACTION: WayForward to add in comments and send round for review. 
CHaPRoN should be spelt out, i.e. the Chichester Harbour Protection and Recovery of Nature partnership.
5. Consultation Overview
Questionnaire based on review and benchmarking from other RAs. About 30 questions, majority multiple choice, some free text boxes, all voluntary therefore can skip questions.
Six parts: About you; Awareness of LNRS; Evaluation of different sections, questions on each element; LHM aimed at those who manage/own land; Involvement; Demographic questions. LN noted that NE may include some suggestions for consultation questions within their formal response. 
Also looking at other assets, e.g. explainer factsheet. 5 pages. Have tested this approach in public events, e.g. Lewes Climate and Nature Event in Newhaven. May also form the basis for public webinar. Other assets include press release, communications toolkit, assets for farmers/landowners and their advisors, storymaps/videos to explain LHM, webinars aimed at Town and Parish Councils, public and farmers/landowners. Printed copies to help those digitally excluded.
Strategies and supporting assets need to be highly visually engaging so lots of images needed, especially of habitats and species in key places. Any images will be credited. 
Discussion
Like the fact that you can skip ahead. Asked whether you can save progress and log back in. Agreed that we are happy to receive additional comments especially from key delivery partners. The questionnaire has to cater to the lowest common denominator.
Some examples for cover photos were shared and there was a discussion over merits/preferences. Agreed that it would be good to capture coast and countryside, e.g. view from Kingley Vale to Chichester Habour. It was noted that the view of the Downs (WEST) has been used quite a lot and so would probably be associated with the LNRS. EAST. Many liked the picture of the pier as showed human element and/or urban and landscape photos may put off some members of the general public. However, it is very location specific so may disincentivise people outside Eastbourne from engaging. General support for heathland landscape as Ashdown Forest is the largest area of public open space.
SWT and CHC both offered access to digital photo libraries. ACTION: LNRS Team to create list of images required and share.
Reported that the RAs are likely to develop a document summarising consultation responses.
6. Next steps/Actions
LNRS Team to consider development of Executive Summary.
BHCC to provide information on Biosphere.
NE to check whether Seven Sisters NNR would be better suited to a different category.
LNRS Team to include road verges under LA section of nature recovery initiatives .
LNRS Teams to to consider how to define/reflect different tiers of LAs.
WayForward to add in comments and send round for review. Response required by 22/09/25.
LNRS Team to create list of images required and share.
7. AOB
WSCC reminded SA members about the deadline for responses to the pre-consultation period (17/09/25).
8. DONM 
20/10/25, 11:00-13:00. 
