Supporting Authorities Group Meeting
MINUTES - 2pm: 02/07/2025 
Chair: Don Baker, West Sussex Responsible Authority
ATTENDEES
WSCC
ESCC
Sussex Local Nature Partnership
Wealden DC
Lewes & Eastbourne Councils
Mid Sussex DC
Natural England
Rother DC
Adur & Worthing Councils
Hastings BC



1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
No matters arising.
Apologies: Horsham, Chichester (stand in), Brighton & Hove, Crawley, Rother (stand in)

2. Update (Don Baker)
See embedded slide pack


National matters: 
· Letter from Defra LNRS team incl communication from Minister. Any funding for RAs for FY25/26 will be appropriately used to transition to delivery. Need a robust, time-bound pathway to publication before Dec 25 or shortly after.
· Conditional: £135.5K dependant on publication. Further funding dependant on June's CSR outcomes.
· Letter also outlines roles of Strategic Authorities and RAs.
· Assuming further guidance is to come but not nec expecting it.
· RA delivery role: i) leading and convening a delivery partnership; ii) linking with LA services to promote use of LNRS in other decision making; iii) Identifying, developing and publicising projects; iv) track activities or projects delivering LNRS priorities.
· Some uncertainty over strength of conditioning over funding. 
· Don to circulate letter and RA newsletter with minutes.




· Defra have offered support of ALBs, esp NE, but ALBs under significant pressure.
· RAs meeting Defra 09/07/25. To discuss delivery and associated dates and transition to delivery.
· RA newsletter incl benchmarking on RA progress across country.
· Shows Sussex in bottom 25% in terms of delivery timetable, but the two bottom categories are those we combined in our own benchmarking.
Timeline:
· Aiming to starting SA consultation on 18/08/25. 
· NE panel - have requested date in first week of September.
· Should keep us on track for public consultation in October. 
· Main issue around publishing by December is internal governance. 

3. Mapping (Kate Cole)
Measures and mapping
· Making some minor tweaks as a result of mapping process. Not significant changes.
· Have been split into East and West. Most of the measures are the same. Targeting, case examples obviously differ.
· Adding in priority species for each priority, aligning to measures. 
· Mapping - follow up meetings after workshop based on themes. Done for water, coastal protected sites, grassland, farmland and heathland. Woodland this Friday. Urban on 14/07/25.
· Agreeing preferred way of mapping + plan B with more targeting. May have to fall back to this once we have added everything together.
· "Mash-up" meeting 21/07/25. To review ACIB and where there are overlapping measures.
· Between 21/07/25 and 18/08/25, will be refining maps, generating ACIB etc. 
· Working on the assumption that we can provide GIS layer and mapping document for SAG consultation. 
· Technical document will explain decisions made during mapping. 
· CK: Confirmed that SAG consultation was a high level process of SAs saying whether the public consultation could go ahead or not. SDNPA have detailed comments at public consultation. 
· ES: Clarification that it is the SAG pre-public consultation 28 day period that is due to start on 18/08/25.

4. Draft LNRS outline (Di Alcroft)
See embedded slide pack


Draft LNRS outline
· Overview of timeline. 
· Currently in writing, editing and design stage.
· Also currently preparing for public consultation. May be preparing additional assets to help the process.
· Briefing note for elected members around beginning of August. Thanks to Jane Goodall for feeding into this.
· Promotion of LNRS: 
· Series of webinars: Town and parish councillors; Farmers; Public.
· Additional activity with land agents and farmer advisors. 
· Social media toolkit.
· For those without digital access - library briefings + hard copies in RA offices.
· What to expect:
· 4 documents per LNRS area, each 50-100pages.
· Aiming to share drafts over next couple of weeks. Mix of word docs and powerpoint (with interim design).
· Part 1: Essentially provides context.
· Part 2: Principles, opportunities, priorities and measures, maps. Maps will follow.
· Part 3: Species priorities and measures. 
· Part 4: Technical methods - how we did it.
· JB: Briefings - anything for officers? Likely to use the September LAN webinar. How robust is the priority habitat data? Varies. Often don’t know the condition. May also be a reason for not mapping, e.g. lowland meadow. Intend to explain confidence around datasets in technical document. Reminder that this is the 1st iteration. 
· LN: How does mapping fit into the structure? Confirmed static maps will be within Part 3, then link to online map. We will also provide GIS layers to SAs to overlay with their own data. 

5. AOB
There was no other business
West Sussex LNRS - Letter from Minister Creagh.pdf


Mary Creagh CBE MP 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Nature 
 


Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 


T:  +44 (0) 3459 335577 
E:  correspondence.section@defra.gov.uk 
W: gov.uk/defra 


 
West Sussex County Council 


Leigh.Whitehouse@westsussex.gov.uk 


Dear Leigh, 


Delivery of your Local Nature Recovery Strategy  


I am writing to you in your capacity as the responsible authority for preparing a Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy for West Sussex as appointed under the Environment Act 2021.  


I am delighted that we can make further grant funding available to help responsible authorities 
transition from LNRS preparation to delivery. As set out in the English Devolution White Paper, 
the government wants to see strategic authorities lead on nature recovery and climate 
alongside growth, planning and development. This includes a strong leadership role for 
responsible authorities in coordinating and developing projects that will deliver against the 
priorities you have agreed in your LNRS.  


It is vital for performance of this role that the LNRS for your area is complete as soon as 
possible. It is my expectation that you complete your LNRS before December 2025 at the latest 
to enable this transition to delivery during the 2025-26 financial year. As such, I am seeking 
assurance that you have a robust, time-bound pathway to publication of your LNRS by this date 
before the grant is issued. My officials will be in contact to arrange an official level meeting to 
discuss this.  


I am keen to make further grant funding of £135,500 available this financial year but I would like 
reassurance that the funding will be used to drive publication of the LNRS and to begin the 
transition to delivery. Funding beyond this financial year is subject to the upcoming 
Comprehensive Spending Review. 


Having a published LNRS will underpin more strategic and efficient nature recovery in your area. 
Not only will the published strategy support decision-making for planning and development by 
setting out where nature recovery should be focused, it will also support landowners to make 
more informed decisions about how they manage their land and access funding. This is why it is 
essential your strategy is published promptly, to provide everyone with the clarity needed to 
start delivering on the ground.   


The LNRS delivery role for responsible authorities includes: 


• Leading and convening a partnership focused on LNRS delivery, building on existing 
governance and partnerships, including Local Nature Partnerships  


• Making links with other parts of the authority and supporting authorities to promote use 
of LNRS in other decision making (for example Spatial Development Strategies, Local 
Growth Plans, public health, climate resilience and adaptation)  


• Identifying, developing and publicising projects that will contribute to LNRS delivery  
• Track activities or projects that are delivering LNRS priorities that are being funded 


outside of public funding schemes and sharing this information with Natural England 



mailto:correspondence.section@defra.gov.uk
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Mary Creagh CBE MP 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Nature 
 


Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 


T:  +44 (0) 3459 335577 
E:  correspondence.section@defra.gov.uk 
W: gov.uk/defra 


 
I would like to thank your teams for their involvement in developing this role in conjunction with 
the Defra policy team.  


Defra Group will also offer support in moving to delivery from Natural England, Environment 
Agency and Forestry Commission local staff including contribution to partnerships; technical 
expertise; partnership and project development advice; data sharing; and support with 
stakeholder relationships. As public authorities, Defra Group Arms Length Bodies will also seek 
to align their activities around LNRSs where applicable through their duty to ‘have regard’ to 
LNRSs under the Environment Act 2021. I look forward to continuing to work with you to protect 
and restore nature and grow our economy.    


Yours sincerely,  


 


MARY CREAGH CBE MP 


 


 



mailto:correspondence.section@defra.gov.uk
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Draft LNRS outline 
SAG – 2nd July 2025
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www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk


July Aug Sept Oct


30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13


Production of LNRS


SAG Consultation 
(Target start 15th Aug)


Public 
Consult-


ation


Writing/Editing/Design


APIB and ACIB 
created


Board
Review


Feedback/Design/Artwork


Dev of draft ‘measures maps’ for each habitat 
group. Review with key stakeholders.


Finalise West Sussex Your Voice forms
Create consultation survey and other assets to help 


engagement 
Set up Public Consultations 


portals x 2


Briefing 
note for 
Elected 


Members


W2W Farmers 
review (TBC)


NE Panel 
meeting TBC
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Sept Oct Nov Dec


1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8


Promotion of LNRS


Public Consultation 6 weeks from 15th Oct


Fanfare comms 
– PR, Socia, 
email etc


Social media, 
newsletters etc.


Final two weeks 
week /days 
messaging


Tool kit for Farmer Advisors, 
Briefings to Land Agents/cluster facilitators etc 


Public 
webinar


Farmer 
webinar


Finalisation of any videos, storymaps. 
 Comms tool kits circulated etc…


Elected 
members 


comms


Visits to clusters we’ve 
already met (TBC)


Town & 
Parish cllr 
webinar


Posters in libraries, hard copies in head offices for 
those w/o digital access


Briefing for 
libraries







• 4 documents per LNRS area (Isle of Wight model)


• Each document c.50-100 pages – but not all new!


• Aiming to share some drafts in next couple of weeks


• Mix of word documents and PowerPoint (with interim design) where that is helpful.


• Purpose of SAG consult – asking whether you’re happy for us to go out to consultation. 


• Not necessarily seeking detailed feedback. 


• Can provide that during public consultation. 


• Can also provide feedback on the docs shared before SAG consult (we’ll try to build that in)


What to expect
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Section1: Executive Summary & Foreword
• Contains: Contents. Exec Summary. Foreword. Acknowledgements.
• Est vol of designed pages: 6


Section 2: Introduction to Local Nature Recovery Strategies
• Contains: Nature needs our help. What are LNRS? (aims, scope, 


legal status). Who’s been involved to date, who are LNRS for. 
• Est vol of designed pages: 11


Section 3: What nature recovery means to local people
• Contains: Public survey results demonstrating depth of concern 


and feeling towards Sussex nature. Specifically: Places, habitats, 
species people value, concerns, what they want to see happen. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 6


Section 4: Where are we now - Description
• Contains: A description of the LNRS area, NCAs, geology, priority 


habitats (range, extent, trends and condition). Key pressures. 
• Est vol of designed pages: 50


Statement of Biodiversity Priorities – Part 1


Section 5: What’s happening already 
• Contains: Introduction (not starting from a blank canvas). The key 


landscape-scale partnerships and projects in Sussex. Hyper local 
action. Examples of achievements from community group survey. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 5


Section 6: Glossary, appendix, footnotes etc. 
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Section 1: Principles, Opportunities, Priorities & Measures, maps
• Contains: Introduction. 7 Principles for nature’s recovery. 


Opportunities map.  Habitat Priorities & Measures. APIB, ACIB. 
Measures Map. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 100+


Section 2: How to take action 
• Contains: What happens next in the LNRS process. Practical steps 


on how to use this LNRS tailored to the key stakeholder groups. 
Advice on how to develop and prepare projects. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 10


Statement of Biodiversity Priorities – Part 2


Section 3: Glossary, appendix, footnotes etc. 







Species Priorities & measures
• Contains: Introduction. Species priorities and measures. 
• Est vol of designed pages: 50


Statement of Biodiversity Priorities - Part 3







Technical document – how we did it. 
• Contains: Supporting engagement doc, development of priorities, 


measures mapping methodology etc. 
• Est vol of designed pages: TBC
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Section1: Executive Summary & Foreword
• Contains: Contents. Exec Summary. Foreword. Acknowledgements.
• Est vol of designed pages: 6


Section 2: Introduction to Local Nature Recovery Strategies
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• Contains: A description of the LNRS area, NCAs, geology, priority 


habitats (range, extent, trends and condition). Key pressures. 
• Est vol of designed pages: 50


Section 1: Principles, Opportunities, Priorities & Measures, 
Maps
• Contains: Introduction. 7 Principles for nature’s recovery. 


Opportunities map. How Priorities were developed. Habitat 
Priorities & Measures. APIB, ACIB. Measures Map. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 100+


Section 2: How to take action 
• Contains: What happens next in the LNRS process. Practical steps 


on how to use this LNRS tailored to the key stakeholder groups. 
Developing and preparing projects. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 10


Species Priorities & measures
• Contains: Introduction. Species priorities and measures. 
• Est vol of designed pages: 50


Statement of Biodiversity Priorities – Part 1 Statement of Biodiversity Priorities – Part 2


Statement of Biodiversity Priorities - Part 3


Statement of Biodiversity Priorities – Part 4Section 5: What’s happening already 
• Contains: Introduction. The key landscape-scale partnerships and 


projects in Sussex. Examples of achievements on the ground from 
our community group survey. 


• Est vol of designed pages: 5


Section 6: Glossary, appendix, footnotes etc. 


Section 3: Glossary, appendix, footnotes etc. 
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LNRS development: 
SAG Update


July 2025


SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk


AGENDA


1. Introduction, Apologies, Matters arising – DB


2. General update & next steps– DB


3. Mapping: Latest update - KC


4. Draft LNRS outline – Di Alcroft (Wayforward)


5. AOB



http://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/





• Two key assurances sought that:
1. any funding for RAs in FY25/26 will be appropriately used to 


transition to delivery
2. We have a robust, time-bound pathway to publication of your 


LNRS before Dec. 2025 (or shortly after)


• Conditional
1. £135.5k dependant on publication
2. Further funding dependant on June’s CSR outcomes 


• Roles:
1. Strategic Authorities: lead on nature recovery and climate 


alongside growth, planning and development
2. Responsible Authorities: a strong leadership role in coordinating 


and developing projects to deliver against the LNRS priorities 


National: Ministerial expectations


www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk2







i. Leading and convening a delivery partnership


ii. Linking with LA services to promote use of LNRS in other decision making


iii.Identifying, developing and publicising projects


iv.Track activities or projects delivering LNRS priorities 


RA Delivery Role


www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk3







Defra Meeting


www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk4


1. Aim: Defra assessment on next steps, including whether the 
transition to delivery funding will be made available to Sussex.


 


2. Agenda: 
i. key milestones to delivery and associated dates
ii. how we will get ready to deliver measures set out in our LNRS’s







www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk5







• Nationally: Defra funding for LNRS implementation announced


• Measures & Mapping: Next agenda item


• Written LNRS and editorial Matters: subsequent agenda item


• Timeline: broadly unchanged from last month.


LNRS update


www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk6







www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk7


Current timeline as understood 02/07/2025







Number of RAs at key stages


www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk8
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Welcome to the latest issue of the central LNRS team’s newsletter for LNRS responsible authorities, covering national Defra 


Group updates, signposting useful resources, and sharing learning among RAs. In this issue… 


Latest updates for RAs (p1-3) 


• FY 25-26 funding 


• Sharing progress  


• Landscape Recovery and LNRS 


• Update to the LNP contacts page 


• RA questionnaire  


• OEP report 


• Latest LNRS publications 


• Data and evidence updates 


Shared learning spotlight (p4-8) 


• What we’ve liked from drafts – 


reflections from EA 


• Public consultations and 


communicating your LNRS 


• Prioritising and spatially targeting 


measures – reflections from Norfolk, 


Suffolk, & East and West Sussex RAs 


• Further resources  


 


Delivering through LNRS (p9-10) 


• Delivery shared learning 


• delivery guides for end-users  


• using our LNRS with farmers – 


reflections from Cornwall  


• Green finance resources 


 


 


 


Latest updates for RAs 


FY 25-26 funding  
Thanks to all RAs for your patience as we have worked to confirm funding available in FY25/26. We have emailed all RAs to 
confirm the total amount of funding available in FY25/26 is £6.5m – this is split evenly across all LNRS areas. In addition, 
Minister Creagh has written to all RAs to set out her expectations for how RAs should transition to delivery of their LNRS. 
RA working level contacts have been copied into this correspondence. The minsiter would like assurance that funding made 
available in this financial year will be used to drive publication of LNRSs and begin the transition to delivery. For LNRS 
areas where further assurance on this point is needed, the Defra LNRS team has invited RAs to 1-1 meetings to discuss 
their plans for publication. All other areas have received (or will soon be receiving) purchase orders for FY25/26 grants. 
Please contact Hannah.Foster@defra.gov.uk or Adam.Stewart@defra.gov.uk if you have any questions about this.  
 


Sharing progress  
This chart has been produced to share the progress of the 48 LNRSs with responsible authorities and ALB staff. The aim is 
to enable RAs and Defra group officers to engage and share learning with those at a similar stage in the process. We also 
intend to share this with key national stakeholders to help them engage with LNRSs at the right time. Please note it reflects 
our latest data (early June). 


 


Local Nature Recovery Strategies   
Update for responsible authorities  July 2025 



mailto:Hannah.Foster@defra.gov.uk

mailto:Adam.Stewart@defra.gov.uk
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Landscape Recovery and 
LNRS note 
We recently circulated a note to RAs 
prepared by the Landscape Recovery 
(LR) team in Defra. The note sets out 
joint expectations of how LR projects and 
LNRSs should interact, and has been 
shared with LR projects. 


 


Update to the LNP contacts 
page 
The Local Nature Partnerships (LNP) 
contacts page on GOV.UK has been 
updated. Thank you to those who helped 
us gather up-to-date LNP contact 
information. If you think an LNP is 
missing from the updated page, please 
contact Hannah.Foster@defra.gov.uk.  
 
 


RA questionnaire 
Thank you to everyone who filled out the recent RA questionnaire – your feedback is invaluable in helping us understand 
where we should focus our efforts to best support you. Key points from the analysis include:  


• Most RAs reported well developed relationships with SAs and neighbouring RAs. There is very good participation in 
local networks, sharing knowledge and experiences. In certain occasions issues with misalignment of timelines and 
staff turnover were noted. 


• While most RAs feel confident in their data, some noted issues with data availability and access, out of date data 
and technical limitations. 


• Significant successes were noted in terms of engaging different stakeholders including farmers, landowners and 
conservation NGOs. However, there are still certain groups with which engagement remains more difficult. 


• Several opportunities have been identified linking LNRS with other internal and external strategies including local 
plans, Green Infrastructure Strategies and Landscape Recovery. Some of the challenges identified include shifting 
landscape, lack of clarity of how LNRS aligns with other strategies and resourcing. 


 


OEP report 
On 19 June the Office for Environmental Protection (OEP) published a report on their review of LNRSs and their role in 
contributing to nature recovery commitments in England. The report recognises the importance of LNRSs and the significant 
progress we have collectively made to date. It includes recommendations for both Govt and RAs, first of which is that 
LNRSs are completed as soon as possible. The OEP held a briefing webinar on 24 June. 
 


Latest LNRS publications  


Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LNRS 
Many congratulations to everyone involved in the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly LNRS – the 3rd LNRS to publish and a great 
example of a visually-appealing, user-friendly strategy. Highlights include their best practice nature recovery guides, their 
webinar on mapping methodology, and how clearly their map links to the statement of biodiversity priorities. Cornwall 
Council also took an innovative mapping approach, using new software from Exeter University to conduct iterative 
Systematic Conservation Planning using a species-led approach. 
 
 


Figure 1 Ingleborough NNR. Credit: Natural England 



https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/Team3107/National%20document%20store/Defra%20Landscape%20Recovery%20and%20LNRS%20co-op%20paper%20(May%202025).pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=eB2wyH

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/map-of-local-nature-partnerships

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/map-of-local-nature-partnerships

mailto:Hannah.Foster@defra.gov.uk

https://www.theoep.org.uk/report/local-nature-recovery-has-important-part-play-helping-government-deliver-its-win-win

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/595f7fad-38fd-4098-a857-54b4f93ef673@c279a496-3a70-40af-b133-b6612ac4019e?vod&attendeeId=5755b68f-01bf-49a3-990c-7cc3edc87de6
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Isle of Wight LNRS 
By Stephanie Evans, NE Senior Officer for Isle of Wight 
The Isle of Wight LNRS was published on the 16th of May with a celebratory launch event, making it the 4th strategy to be 
launched. This marks a major milestone, following over 200 engagement events and a huge amount of dedication from the 
team at Isle of Wight Council – many congratulations to everyone involved!  
 
The Isle of Wight LNRS was recognised by the pre-publication panel as being an exemplar strategy and was particularly 
commended for their collaborative approach and extensive stakeholder engagement. They were also commended for their 
strong progress towards delivery, with projects already in development. 
 


Data and evidence updates 
We recently provided several data and evidence updates to RAs:   


o Request for Final Local Nature Recovery Strategy data – this summarises how RAs should supply their finished 
LNRS to Defra group and includes a checklist to support you in getting ready for this.  


o Clarification to Responsible Authorities on data requirements of local nature recovery strategies and how this 
relates to LERC data – this note has been jointly drafted by Defra group and the Association of LERCs (ALERC). It 
aims to clarify some commonly asked questions that have arisen about data requirements as part of LNRS 
preparation and publication, particularly with regard to the use of LERC data.  It sets out the different types of data 
licence that can be used to make LNRS-related data publicly accessible, and some examples of how the data could 
be displayed on the national collated LNRS mapping. ALERC will also be sending this note out to LERCs.   


o Use of Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI) by LNRS RAs – this sets out how RAs should use the 
Ancient Tree Inventory data layer provided by the Woodland Trust to comply with licensing requirements.  
 


A new peat map for England is available 
In May, Natural England launched a new nationwide map of peat and peaty soils, The England Peat Map. The map has the 
most detailed national coverage to date for peat depth, peatland vegetation, upland drainage channels, and upland bare 
peat. Defra provided a steer to RAs in January 2024, via the national environmental objectives for LNRS,  that “All LNRSs in 
suitable upland and lowland parts of England should seek to identify locations for peat restoration and appropriate 
management”. Knowing where, how deep and in what condition, peatlands are, is key to identifying locations for potential 
measures in your LNRS. If you are still at a stage where the new information can be incorporated into your mapping then 
consider doing so. 
 


Trees Outside Woodland dataset 
Forest Research have published a new Trees Outside Woodlands (TOW) 
map which can be used alongside the NFI woodlands dataset to calculate 
canopy cover. The TOW map is available under open government licence 
and free to download from the Forestry Commission open data download 
website (Forestry Commission) and view online on the NCEA ArcGIS 
Online web portal (Trees Outside Woodland). A full report containing 
further details is also available.  
 


Related policy updates 
• Consultation on improving the implementation of biodiversity net 


gain for minor, medium and brownfield development open until 
24th July  


• Consultation on BNG for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs) open until 24th July 


• Hundreds of thousands of homes and businesses to benefit from 
largest flood defence investment programme in history - 
GOV.UK 


 


Figure 2 Ancient living oak, Derbyshire. Credit: Natural England 



http://www.islandnature.org/

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/Team3107/EVDi1og8j_xBvgaUr-EjJv8BZuYMmuimo2aSdBygMqWO3w

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/Team3107/Ea7QwXNM66BLv29sqggurjQB47Q6Pgetfl8bJ-ljY2Lztg

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/Team3107/Ea7QwXNM66BLv29sqggurjQB47Q6Pgetfl8bJ-ljY2Lztg

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/Team3107/EenmN1ZutPdFq3SqXeKKYgkBUubxXxjoMVmU0xXzucqS_Q

https://england-peat-map-portal-ncea.hub.arcgis.com/

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Non-Statutory%20Advice/LNRS%20National%20Environmental%20Objectives.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=P3asKX

https://data-forestry.opendata.arcgis.com/documents/01667a77c65f4fd9aaf6a45279373a25/explore

https://data-forestry.opendata.arcgis.com/documents/01667a77c65f4fd9aaf6a45279373a25/explore

https://ncea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=cf571f455b444e588aa94bbd22021cd3

https://ncea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/sidebar/index.html?appid=cf571f455b444e588aa94bbd22021cd3

https://sciencesearch.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectId=21761

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-the-implementation-of-biodiversity-net-gain-for-minor-medium-and-brownfield-development

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/biodiversity-net-gain/biodiversity-net-gain-for-nationally-significant-i/

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-homes-and-businesses-to-benefit-from-largest-flood-defence-investment-programme-in-history#:~:text=The%20largest%20flooding%20programme%20in,the%20growing%20threat%20of%20flooding.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-homes-and-businesses-to-benefit-from-largest-flood-defence-investment-programme-in-history#:~:text=The%20largest%20flooding%20programme%20in,the%20growing%20threat%20of%20flooding.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-thousands-of-homes-and-businesses-to-benefit-from-largest-flood-defence-investment-programme-in-history#:~:text=The%20largest%20flooding%20programme%20in,the%20growing%20threat%20of%20flooding.
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LNRS Preparation Shared Learning Spotlight  
 


Drafts and published strategies 


Berkshire 


Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes  


Cheshire & Warrington 


Cornwall and Isles of Scilly  


Cumbria 


Derbyshire 


Dorset 


Greater Manchester  


Hampshire 


Hull and East Yorkshire 


Isle of Wight  


Kent and Medway  


Lancashire 


Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland  


Liverpool City Region 


Norfolk 


North Northamptonshire  


Oxfordshire  


Suffolk 


West of England  


Wiltshire and Swindon 


Shared learning from LNRS drafts  
Natural England shared some reflections from LNRS drafts on page 4 of March’s 
newsletter.  
 


Reflections from EA national team 
The Environment Agency are taking a particular interest in opportunities 
presented in the emerging strategies to delivery wider environmental outcomes, 
particularly those related to the water environment. We’ve been focussing on how 
well the strategies target the use of nature-based solutions for challenges such as 
water quality, water resources, flood risk and climate change. 
 
The North Northamptonshire LNRS does a good job at highlighting the direct 
connections between nature and recovery and wider environmental outcomes. 
For example, it includes priorities and measures relating to natural flood 
management - these recognise how these activities will improve biodiversity 
whilst also improving flood control, carbon storage and water purification. The 
mapping is very clear and it’s easy to access information about actions proposed 
in particular locations. The published LNRS map was recognised as being 
particularly good at identifying ecosystem services. These were represented in 
the mapped measures as icons and would appeal to different end users as well 
as instantly providing the user, with ease, information about potential wider 
environmental benefits.  
 
We have been particularly impressed with how user-friendly the Isle of Wight local 
habitat map is, particularly how it focuses on the needs of different end users. It is 
easy to see what measure is proposed in a particular location, the priority to 
which the measure relates, as well as additional detail such as which species could benefit, the relevant national 


environmental outcomes and other benefits. 
The map and statement of biodiversity 
priorities provide detailed measure information 
on water-based measures, which talk about an 
integrated approach to water and recognise 
benefits of a catchment-based approach and 
working with the water industry e.g. measures 
to enhance chalk streams.    
 
Within the drafts that we have seen there has 
been some strong examples identifying 
measures within the urban environment. We 
have liked how mapped measures could boost 
water quality, daylight culverted city rivers, 
mitigate and adapt to climate change by 
introducing more green/blue infrastructure in a 
currently grey infrastructure dominated 
environment.  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Figure 3 Salmon spawning habitat in River Barle, Exmoor. Credit: Natural England 



https://rbwmtogether.rbwm.gov.uk/berkshire-lnrs-public-consultation-page

https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/environment/lnrs-consultation/

https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/cheshire-and-warrington-local-nature-recovery-strategy-consultation

https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/nature-recovery-plan-overview

https://cumbrialnrs.org.uk/public-consultation

https://derbyshirenaturerecovery.co.uk/

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-s-local-nature-recovery-strategy

https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-environment/our-plan-for-nature-recovery/what-does-our-draft-plan-for-nature-cover/

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/LNRS-2025

https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/environment/sustainable-environment/nature-conservation-and-wildlife/local-nature-recovery-strategy/

https://www.islandnature.org/

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/nature-recovery

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/council/strategies-policies-plans/environmental/local-nature-recovery-strategy/

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/local-nature-recovery-strategy/what-a-local-nature-recovery-strategy-is

https://lcrlistens.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategy/

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/article/68386/Local-Nature-Recovery-Strategy-public-consultation

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/conservation-and-protection/local-nature-recovery-strategy

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lnrs-phase3-consultation

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/the-local-nature-recovery-strategy/

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-nature-recovery-strategy

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/Team3107/National%20document%20store/Latest%20updates/LNRS%20RA%20newsletter%20-%20March%202025.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Ewdjv0

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/Team3107/National%20document%20store/Latest%20updates/LNRS%20RA%20newsletter%20-%20March%202025.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=Ewdjv0
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Shared learning: public consultations and communicating your LNRS 
We often get asked how many consultation responses LNRSs are receiving.  Chloe Edwards, LNRS project officer at 
Oxfordshire County Council, has helpfully collated some answers to this question - Public consultation response 
rates and data.xlsx   
 


Promoting LNRS consultations with farmers – webinar recording available 
The CLA and Nature Friendly Farming Network (NFFN) have collaborated with Defra, NE and Pete Thompson from the 
Tendring Farmer Cluster to record a webinar explaining what LNRSs are and why farmers should get involved with 


LNRS consultations when they go live. RAs can 
access the webinar recording and are 
encouraged to use it in comms and with 
stakeholders.  
 
Ruth Tall, from the LNRS national team at 
Natural England, recently attended Cereals 
agricultural show in Lincolnshire. There was a 
great atmosphere and lots of positive 
engagement – agricultural shows are a great 
way to engage the farming sector. If you’re 
attending agricultural shows this Summer and 
have any reflections to share with others, please 
email amy.knafler@naturalengland.org.uk.  


 


 


 


Communicating your LNRS to a wider audience 
Some of you have been asking about ways to communicate your LNRS to wider audiences. Here are some ideas from 
around the country:  


• Dorset Council has created videos for each of their 
12 nature recovery priorities.   


• The Kent and Medway LNRS commissioned local 
artists to create inspiring artwork to illustrate the 
strategy’s vision for nature, supporting broad 
engagement during production and through 
consultation.  


• Greater Manchester Combined Authority has 
created an engaging leaflet for land managers   


• Lots of RAs have created engaging videos which 
you can find on youtube - for example Devon Local 
Nature Partnership - LNRS video 


• Tony Juniper has recorded a video celebrating 
LNRSs – RAs are welcome to use this in their 
comms and engagement work  


• Natural England Inclusion officers created a guide 
for inclusive engagement with communities  


 
 
 
 


 


 


Figure 3 - NE stand at Cereals agricultural show 


Figure 4 Kent landscape, by local artist Cathy Barcham 



https://defra.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Public%20consultation%20response%20rates%20and%20data.xlsx?d=w6bf7eddb6cc84d53bfa490bfcec9fad6&csf=1&web=1&e=itELqB

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Public%20consultation%20response%20rates%20and%20data.xlsx?d=w6bf7eddb6cc84d53bfa490bfcec9fad6&csf=1&web=1&e=itELqB

https://www.cla.org.uk/news/cla-webinar-understanding-local-nature-recovery-strategies-and-the-implications-for-land-managers/

mailto:amy.knafler@naturalengland.org.uk

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-local-nature-recovery-priorities-and-activities

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.makingspacefornaturekent.org.uk%2Fnews%2Fmaking-space-for-nature-artwork-unveiled%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmy.Knafler%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cd9bedbc49433453c600d08dda83768d3%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638851678183530253%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZNn1%2FAYze9BkpQUS6uuvO8%2Ft3dEOA7fC4lyurQqjiWQ%3D&reserved=0

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/LOM%20engagement/GM%20leaflet%20for%20LOMs.url?csf=1&web=1&e=ZqmCGN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ttfs9B-qoaI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ttfs9B-qoaI

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/teams/Team3107/National%20document%20store/Communications%20resources/Tony%20Juniper%20celebrates%20LNRSs.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=g3GLUa

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/teams/Team3107/National%20document%20store/Communications%20resources/Tony%20Juniper%20celebrates%20LNRSs.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=g3GLUa

https://defra.sharepoint.com/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FTeam3107%2FRegulations%20and%20Guidance%20area%2FShared%20learning%20materials%2FLNRS%20%2D%20Inclusive%20Engagement%20with%20Communities%20guide%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FTeam3107%2FRegulations%20and%20Guidance%20area%2FShared%20learning%20materials

https://defra.sharepoint.com/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FTeam3107%2FRegulations%20and%20Guidance%20area%2FShared%20learning%20materials%2FLNRS%20%2D%20Inclusive%20Engagement%20with%20Communities%20guide%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FTeam3107%2FRegulations%20and%20Guidance%20area%2FShared%20learning%20materials
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Berkshire (Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead RA) have created accessible, 
‘easy read’ versions of all their LNRS documents to support engagement from those 
with learning difficulties. 
Rosie Street, Berkshire LNRS project manager, shares their experience:  
“After initially being approached and invited to present, the Berkshire LNRS team presented to various groups of adults 
with learning difficulties across the county. All were very grateful to have been informed and enjoyed learning about 
nature in their local area. We were asked if our Public Consultation would be accessible. From this, we commissioned 
Easy Read UK to create simplified versions of our Description of Area, List of Priorities and Measures and Species 
Priorities List, plus simplified survey questions. The documents were tested by a group of adults with learning difficulties, 
and the whole process took 2-3 weeks. It wasn't possible to adapt the Local Habitat Map. Consultation results showed 
that these versions were read and valued. Studies have proven that though designed for adults with learning difficulties, 
Easy read documents are useful for children and even often read by those without time to digest full versions of 
documents. I highly recommend creating these alternative documents, if resource allows.”  


 


Liverpool City Region – promoting our public consultation  
Reflections from Dr Tom Smart (NE LNRS senior officer) and Emma Galbraith (Environment Officer at LCR 
combined authority) 
On 21st February, Liverpool Combined Authority launched their LNRS Consultation, which ran for six weeks and closed 
on 6th April. They received a total of 362 consultation responses, exceeding their target of 350 responses, thanks to the 
excellent work of their internal comms and engagement teams. They took a varied and multi-pronged approach to 
promote their consultation to a variety of audiences, maximising accessibility and reach across different stakeholder 
groups and communities of the city region. This included: 
Attractive physical advertising, using a distinctive and consistent visual language across a range of formats, including 
A1 posters, A6 flyers, digital adverts and social media ‘tiles’. These were featured at consultation events, on public 
transport such as on Merseyrail trains, partner websites, and through social media channels. 
Audiovisual promotional materials, including radio ads on popular stations such as InDemand Radio and Capital FM, as 
well as in-house videos of varying lengths, including contributions from project partners and a local celebrity. 
In-person events across each of the six local authority areas, including drop-in sessions to engage communities directly, 
and school events to garner views of young people and understand their ambitions, capacity, and barriers to getting 
involved in nature recovery at home, in their community, and at school. 
Targeted advertising for key user groups, such as paid 
social media posts, advertising in Farmers Weekly, 
and written materials including a press release and 
four articles on the Liverpool Guide website: 8 reasons 
why you should have your say on local nature | The 
Guide Liverpool 
Using multiple media, and a variety of audiovisual, 
written, and in-person engagement activities, the 
Combined Authority ensured that they reached as 
many potential consultees as possible. They also took 
advantage of their network of Community Suppliers to 
help reach digitally excluded residents, and took 
feedback from three equalities panels (race, disability, 
LGBTQIA+) to ensure all voices were heard and 
valued. For this, the CA has received broad praise 
from both within the city region and from the wider 
LNRS community. Take a look at their resources here. 
 
 
 
 


Figure 5 Liverpool City Region engagement resource 



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheguideliverpool.com%2F8-reasons-why-you-should-have-your-say-on-local-nature%2F%23google_vignette&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.smart%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cb792d6f765794b6d2d5108dd6c8a075e%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638786065321920872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AZWTkos9MbMLBCr2itd3lqCDfEisJ7aem1bS%2BvGh8xA%3D&reserved=0

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheguideliverpool.com%2F8-reasons-why-you-should-have-your-say-on-local-nature%2F%23google_vignette&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.smart%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cb792d6f765794b6d2d5108dd6c8a075e%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638786065321920872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AZWTkos9MbMLBCr2itd3lqCDfEisJ7aem1bS%2BvGh8xA%3D&reserved=0

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheguideliverpool.com%2F8-reasons-why-you-should-have-your-say-on-local-nature%2F%23google_vignette&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.smart%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cb792d6f765794b6d2d5108dd6c8a075e%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638786065321920872%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AZWTkos9MbMLBCr2itd3lqCDfEisJ7aem1bS%2BvGh8xA%3D&reserved=0

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/LCR%20Consultation%20Comms?csf=1&web=1&e=wqL2M8
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Shared Learning: Mapping Measures Methodology  


How measures were prioritised in the Norfolk and Suffolk LNRSs 
By David Yates and Jack Haynes – NE senior officers for Norfolk and Suffolk LNRSs 
From early in the LNRS development process, Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils established some principles that 
they intended to work to. The key principles were that they would:  


• develop the two strategies in tandem as far as possible, to ensure a seamless  cross-boundary transition; 


• Be guided by the principles for nature recovery established by Sir John Lawton and his committee in their 2010 
report ‘Making Space for Nature’ of more, bigger, better and joined up habitats; 


• Keep the process of prioritisation of what opportunities should be mapped where as transparent as possible by 
avoiding the use of suitability modelling software in their mapping. 


 
The process that they developed involved identifying strategic areas for nature recovery that they called ‘Lawton Zones’. 
These were based on drawing 250m buffers around all of the areas mapped as ‘Areas of Particular Importance for 
Biodiversity’ and extending them to 500m where this would result in connectivity between two ‘Lawton Zones’. This 
methodology is consistent with that used to compile the Natural England Habitat Network maps. Other factors were then 
used to add to the extent of these strategic zones for nature recovery, such as buffers around churchyards (to provide 
‘stepping stones’ through otherwise unmapped areas of countryside), the extent of deep peat, and other sites with key 
species and priority habitats. Where datasets or stakeholder input suggested there was an opportunity to create or 
enhance a habitat within the Lawton Zones, it became an ‘Area that Could Become of Importance for Biodiversity’ and 
had a measure mapped onto it. The majority of habitat creation measures were only mapped to cropland and improved 
grassland in order to avoid conflict with existing semi-natural habitats of high value for nature. 
Amongst the datasets that were used to identify where measures should be mapped within the Lawton Zones was the 
Environment Agency’s data showing overland flow pathways. These 
were identified as locations where there were particular opportunities 
for wider environmental benefits by creating woodland or grassland 
habitats that would slow down the overland flow of floodwater. 
 
 In order to explain the Local Habitat Maps, three ‘Storymap’ guides 
were produced for the public consultation for both of the Norfolk and 
the Suffolk LNRS – one explaining the different types of site that 
went to form the Areas of Particular Importance for Biodiversity layer 
and two which described how to use the Local Habitat Map, and the 
process behind its creation. The Storymaps can be explored via 
these links: Navigating the Local Habitat Map, Creating Suffolk's 
Local Habitat Map, Mapping Areas of Particular Importance for 
Biodiversity. 
 
One of the main lessons learned from the mapping process (other 
than what an enormous and complex task it was) was the value of 
establishing the basic principles that were going to be used in the 
mapping of measures very early on and getting the agreement of the 
key stakeholders that this was a good approach to take. The early 
development of a consensus view about the way that those areas 
which offered the best opportunities for nature recovery would be 
identified made the LNRS creation process much more 
straightforward than it might otherwise have been. 


 


 


 


 


Figure 6 England Coast Path fingerpost in night sky. Credit: 
Natural England 



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f3db0e60bcae4d81b57c30195b10e6dc

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a70e7dc49b4848e0a7ab16edcd9d2cb9

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a70e7dc49b4848e0a7ab16edcd9d2cb9

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/97aeee1a7d0d4c7cb03c8ded990cf2fc

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/97aeee1a7d0d4c7cb03c8ded990cf2fc
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Stakeholder workshop on mapping 


measures  
Reflections from East and West Sussex RAs and 
Lyndsey Neale, NE senior officer for East and West 
Sussex 
On Friday 2nd May 2025, the East and West Sussex 
Responsible Authorities, strongly supported by the Sussex 
Nature Partnership, hosted a LNRS mapping workshop. 65 
people attended the workshop, representing eNGO’s, local 
authorities, ALBs and many more partner organisations. We 
all know how complex mapping measures can be, but the 
success of the workshop was a result of the RA's practical 
approach, which I would consider best practice. The 
workshop was broken down into two key tasks for the various 
habitat groups; firstly assessing whether each measure is a 
high, medium or low priority to map, and secondly considering how to map those measures agreed as a high priority in 
task one. To support each task, engaging slides were presented which summarised the many considerations that 
influence the mapping (see an example slide below). A worked example was also presented which demonstrated how 
the considerations could be applied to an example measure. Following the workshop, the RA’s came away with 
considerably fewer measures to map and suggested methodologies which could be trialled to develop draft maps. 
These draft maps will be brought back to the workshop groups for review and discussion. The atmosphere was very 
positive and engaging, with partners demonstrating great buy-in to the LNRS. 


 


Resources that might be of interest 
• Resources Archive - NHS Forest - This hub, developed by the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare and supported 


by Natural England and NHS England, aims to improve the accessibility of existing nature-based resources. It’s 
aimed at healthcare professionals, but there’s lots of interesting resources on there with wider relevance.  


• Access to Nature Statistics - GOV.UK – this site brings together all documents relating to access to Nature, 
including green, blue and woodland national statistics, research, and analysis.  


• Savills webinar on LNRS and planning   


• Natural England has recently published an Environment Act Habitat Target Evidence Report – this blog 
summarisies the key findings.  


• CaBA webinar on LNRS + chalk streams recording from 11 June 


• Nocturnal habitats are home to >60% of our species. The Artificial Light At Night Database provides lots of 
interesting studies. Buglife’s ‘Don’t Neglect the Night’ campaign suggests measures including reducing light 
pollution, preserving and restoring natural dark areas, and limiting disturbance and noise pollution in key 
nocturnal habitats.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


Figure 7 - slide credit - Sussex Nature Recovery 


Figure 9 Corn marigolds and poppies - West Pentire, Cornwall. Credit: Natural England 



https://nhsforest.org/resources/

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/access-to-nature-statistics

https://www.savills.co.uk/research_articles/229130/376782-0?utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=5426240&utm_content=9849919&utm_campaign=REP+-+Event+Follow+Up+-+LNRS+webinar

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5726258254839808

https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2025/05/19/action-to-restore-or-create-at-least-38877-hectares-of-wildlife-rich-habitat-has-been-undertaken-since-january-2023/

https://catchmentbasedapproach.org/learn/webinar-exploring-how-local-nature-recovery-strategies-can-help-chalk-streams/

https://www.zotero.org/groups/2913367/alan_db/tags/Animals/items/ZDENZ8VH/library

https://www.buglife.org.uk/campaigns/light-pollution/dont-neglect-the-night/
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Delivering through LNRS – shared learning, policy updates and news 


 


Here we’ve collected a few recent updates on Government policies and schemes that may be of interest. Make sure to 
sign up to the Defra Environment Blog to be kept updated on the latest nature news coming out of Defra. 


 


LNRS delivery – shared learning 


We’ve created a new folder on the RA SPOL, under  Shared learning materials for  
Delivery shared learning.  
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly and North Northamptonshire recently presented on their 
published LNRSs and plans for delivery to the national Defra LNRS Stakeholder 
Engagement Group. You can access the slides, which may be of interest and 
inspiration to RAs, through the links above. Many thanks to Philippa and Andra for 
their excellent presentations!  
 


Delivery guides for end-users 
Several areas are creating practical delivery guides for end-users. West of England 
Mayoral Combined Authority have created guides for planners, ecologists and 
developers (including a dedicated BNG map), farmers and landmanagers, and 
residents and businesses, along with a Business and Nature Resource Kit.  
 


Reflections from North Northamptonshire on creating their 
delivery options supporting document 
By Emily Butterwick, NE Senior Officer for North Northamptonshire LNRS 


 


During the development of the LNRS in North Northants, discussions around delivery 
of the strategy came up time and time again. As we know, the strategy document itself 
is not the place to detail delivery mechanisms, funding options or further resources to 
support stakeholders with delivery. However, during public consultation it became clear 
that delivery support was needed across all key groups.  
 
As such, North Northamptonshire Council have produced a delivery options supporting document, aimed to support 
different users with nature recovery in the area. This document will be updated regularly, meaning it can hold the most 


up to date information on how to deliver potential measures, who to 
contact for partnership support and further resources for each user 
group. The term ‘options’ was preferred, as it’s less prescriptive and 
more advisory in nature.  
 
North Northamptonshire are also working on a Priority Species Recovery 
document, giving more detail to the specific, practical actions for species 
recovery listed in the LNRS. This document will have input from the 
Wildlife Trust Beds, Cambs and Northants, the Northants Biodiversity 
Records Centre and Natural England. It will include further recourses for 
each priority species, as well as active funding opportunities to support 
delivery.   
 


 
 
 


 


Figure 8 Arctic tern on Inner Farne. 
Credit: Natural England 


Figure 9 Silver studded blue butterfly. Credit: Natural England 



https://defraenvironment.blog.gov.uk/

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials?csf=1&web=1&e=dpIvcU

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/Delivery?csf=1&web=1&e=SKINeV

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/Delivery/Cornwall%20and%20IoS%20LNRS%20National%20Stakeholder%20Group%20Jun%2025.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=ak3BwS

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/Delivery/NNC%20-%20national%20LNRS%20stakeholder%20meeting%20June%202025.pptx?d=w6395a487b5b54718a5a82aab40c2bc09&csf=1&web=1&e=t6ZbEc

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/the-local-nature-recovery-strategy/guide-planners-ecologists-developers/

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/the-local-nature-recovery-strategy/guide-planners-ecologists-developers/

https://westofenglandca.opendatasoft.com/explore/?sort=modified&refine.keyword=mapped+measures

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/the-local-nature-recovery-strategy/guide-farmers-and-landholders/

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/the-local-nature-recovery-strategy/guide-residents-businesses/

https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/growth-hub/green-business-support/nature-and-business-resources-kit/

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/Delivery/NNC%20Local%20Nature%20Recovery%20Strategy%20-%20Delivery%20Options%20(3).pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=7Ez3bV
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Reflections from Cornwall Council on using their LNRS with the farming sector 
By Philippa Hoskin, Nature Recovery Manager at Cornwall Council, and Bethany Roberts, Senior Environment 
Officer at Cornwall Council  
We found it invaluable employing a Farms Liaison Officer to improve engagement with the sector. This has led to more 


buy in from the sector and a great working relationship with sector bodies such as NFU and CLA which is now helping as 


we pivot to delivering our LNRS. Our Farms officer was able to create dedicated Farmer LNRS FAQs and offered a range 


of methods of engagement through Livestock shows, round the kitchen table conversations as well as via the Farm 


Advisors network she created. This buy in is now helping the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly NRS transition towards delivery 


of our LNRS.  


 


Our recent award-winning Farming, Food and Nature Hub convened by our Local Nature Partnership at the Royal Cornwall 


Show provided a space for a wide range of partner organisations providing advice, funding and technology including soil 


sampling, water management, agroforestry and business advice. The buzz in the Hub reflects the ground-breaking work 


that many in our local farming and growing sector are undertaking in the region. 


 


We have also recently been told that Cornwall Wildlife Trust are using our LNRS in the West Penwith Landscape Recovery 


project which is in its funded development stage. Additionally:  


• The priorities and focus species have been embedded into the Farming in Protected Landscapes scoring criteria 
to assess funding applications  


• Our Farms Liaison Officer is using the document and maps when creating farm resilience plans with farmers. In 
particular the Opportunity Area maps are being used to suggest outcomes.  


• Forest for Cornwall are using the mapping as part of their assessment criteria  


• FWAG are using the maps as part of project planning with farmers and landowners to help identify actions and 
priority areas 


 


Green finance resources and links 


Delivering the nature recovery network will require a blended approach to its financing. This is an emerging work area, and 


there is space for innovation. The following links are offered as some useful reading:  


• A copy of LINC’s (Local Investment in Natural Capital) Spring newsletter has been saved on the RA Network 


SharePoint Site.  


• Cornwall’s LINC project: Cornwall's Natural Capital Exchange  


• Greater Manchester’s LINC project: Local Investment in Natural Capital  


• The Green Finance Institute: GFI Hive is a good source of information, particularly the Investment Readiness 


Toolkit   


• Finance Earth Home - Finance Earth   


• WECA’s Priority Programmes  


• Woodland carbon offsets double in price - Ecosystems 


Marketplace has reported that the market price for woodland 


carbon units has more than doubled over the last 5 years.  


• Carbon Prices for the UK Voluntary Carbon Market 


Published for the Third Year with Aim to Drive Transparency 


- Ecosystem Marketplace 


 
 
 


 


 


 


Figure 12 Wren. Credit: Natural England 



https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/lnrs-farmer-faqs/widgets/90284/faqs

https://defra.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/teams/Team3107/Regulations%20and%20Guidance%20area/Shared%20learning%20materials/Spring-25-LINC-Newsletter.pptx?d=w55b2be2a376f4cdf911afa325823ae38&csf=1&web=1&e=yv9FbY

https://www.linc-cornwall.com/hub/home

https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/environment-energy/natural-environment/local-investment-in-natural-capital/

https://hive.greenfinanceinstitute.com/gfihive/

https://hive.greenfinanceinstitute.com/gfihive/toolkit/

https://hive.greenfinanceinstitute.com/gfihive/toolkit/

https://finance.earth/

https://www.wenp.org.uk/priority-programmes

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/carbon-prices-for-the-uk-voluntary-carbon-market/

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/carbon-prices-for-the-uk-voluntary-carbon-market/

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/carbon-prices-for-the-uk-voluntary-carbon-market/

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/carbon-prices-for-the-uk-voluntary-carbon-market/

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/carbon-prices-for-the-uk-voluntary-carbon-market/

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/articles/carbon-prices-for-the-uk-voluntary-carbon-market/
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